Pharmacy Dextrose 50% Drug Shortage Update

A drug shortage has occurred on the market for IV Dextrose 50% in all forms, this shortage has been
ongoing since August of 2018 & is beginning to impact SVMC. The projected end of the shortage is
September 2019. The current plan of action to relieve the strain on our supply of IV Dextrose 50% is
outlined below. The proposed changes were reviewed with nursing managers & directors and will be
effective immediately as of Thursday July 25 , 2019 (Item #5).
th

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/drugshortages/default.cfm
Above article contains information from the FDA in regards to the shortage.

Plan of action for Dextrose management & strategies to avoid its overuse:
1. Using fruit juice for hypoglycemic patients that remain conscious and can are not NPO
2. Following ADA recommendations for glycemic targets in hospitalized patients
a. https://care.diabetesjournals.org/content/41/Supplement_1/S144

3. Following Uptodate recommendations for management of type 2 diabetics
a. Careful consideration which type 2 diabetics will be treated with insulin, sulfonylureas, or meglitinide as they
generally carry a higher risk of hypoglycemia.
4. Utilize correct insulin sliding scales for the patients that need it. Remember there is now access to an insulin sensitive
sliding scale in the sliding scale order set.
5. IV Dextrose 50% will be batch prepared from 500mL bags procured by pharmacy and will be provided by pharmacy
during operating hours. For emergencies and overnight we will continue to have pyxis stocked.
6. Pharmacists will try to work closely with physicians in managing patients that have persistent hypoglycemia to possibly
utilize a Dextrose 10% solution to maintain adequate BG levels.
We currently anticipate that this fill the gap for the projected remainder of the shortage. We have also spoke with our
outside compounding pharmacy to supply us with Dextrose 50% compounded if we run out of our supply of bulk
Dextrose 50%.
Finally we would like to thank you all for helping our patients receive the best care & collaborating with pharmacy in
managing this ongoing shortage. We will continue to send information regarding our supply as it becomes available.
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